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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Janssen (US 6,560,529) in view of Spry (US 5,596,319). 

Regarding claim 25: Janssen discloses a traffic sign recognition and navigation 
system comprising an input device (4) for obtaining the circumstances around the traffic 
facilities to be operated as an image; a database (3) having image data in connection 
with the traffic facilities stored in advance; a comparison device (7) for comparing the 
image data obtained by said input device with the image data stored in said database; a 
recognition device (2) for recognizing and specifying, where the results obtained by 
comparing the image data coincided, the contents of the data; and an output device (3) 
for informing an operator of the results recognized and specified by the recognition 
device in an image (col. 1 , lines 43-60; col. 2, lines 23-67). Janssen does not disclose 
the voice data. Spry discloses the vehicle system comprising the camera (13) for 
capturing image data and a microphone (21) for capturing voice data (col. 2, lines 39- 
53). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to utilize image and voice data from the camera and microphone to capture 
realistic video and audio data associated with the environment surrounding the vehicle. 
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Regarding claim 26: Janssen discloses a storage device (3) which, where the 
image data corresponding to the objects obtained by said input device (4) are not 
present within said database, make the image data corresponding to new objects 
correspond to a position on the map to newly store them in said database; and a data 
update device which, where the image data corresponding to the objects are different 
from the image data stored in said database, updates them to new image data or voice 
data to store them in said database (col. 1 , line 46-col. 2, line 67). Janssen does not 
disclose the voice data. Spry discloses the vehicle system comprising the camera (13) 
for capturing image data and a microphone (21) for capturing voice data (col. 2, lines 
39-53). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to utilize image and voice data from the camera and microphone to capture 
realistic video and audio data associated with the environment surrounding the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 27: Janssen discloses a judgment device for carrying out some 
judgment on the basis of the matter recognized or specified by said recognition device 
to inform an operator of directions based on the judged results in an image by said 
output device (3) (col. 1 , line 62-col. 2, line 58). 

Regarding claim 28: Janssen discloses judgment device carries out some 
judgment on the basis of the matter recognized or specified by said recognition device, 
and directs said output device of a fixed action on the basis of the judged results to 
automatically actuate a brake device or a driving device (col. 2, lines 58-61 ). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 9,91 9 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2612 

Regarding claim 29: Janssen discloses the devices are connected with other 
devices through communication lines (1, 14, 15) (col. 1, lines 41-50). 



Claims 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Janssen (US 6,560,529). 

Regarding claims 30-32: Janssen discloses a traffic sign recognition and 
navigation system comprising an input device (4) for obtaining the circumstances 
around the traffic facilities to be operated as an image; a database (3) having image 
data in connection with the traffic facilities stored in advance; a comparison device (7) 
for comparing the image data obtained by said input device with the image data stored 
in said database; a recognition device (2) for recognizing and specifying, where the 
results obtained by comparing the image data coincided, the contents of the data; and 
an output device (3) for informing an operator of the results recognized and specified by 
the recognition device in an image (col. 1, lines 43-60; col. 2, lines 23-67). Janssen 
discloses the road/traffic sign recognition system; thus, marks, signs, the shape of 
harbors, airport, railroad tracks, railroad marks, railroad signs, railroad guide plates, 
road marks, road signs and traffic guide plates are obviously road/traffic signs. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 33-48 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art of Harumoto et al. (US 7,194,347) and Van Ryzin 
(US 5,844,505) are cited to show a variety of navigation system with road signs video 
and/or audio recognition. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan N. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2967. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benjamin C. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/51 9,91 9 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2612 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Toan N Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



